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our answer to the first objection, do prove the use of the
Commons House to examine veritatem facti in elections and
returns, and have not been tied peremptorily to allow tk
return . . .

[April 5]. Mr Speaker, "by a private commandment, attended
the King this morning at 8 a clock and there stayed till 10.,,
Mr Speaker bringeth message from his Majesty to this effect:...
His Majesty protested ... he had as great a desire to maintain
their privileges as ever any prince Lad, or as they themselves,
He had seen and considered of the manner and the matter: lie
had heard his judges and his council; and'that he was now
distracted in judgment. Therefore, for his further satisfaction,
he desired and commanded, as an absolute king, that there
might be a conference between the House and the Judges; and
that for that purpose there might be a select committee of
grave and learned persons out of the House ; that his council
might be present, not as umpires to determine, but to report
indifferently on both sides.

Upon this unexpected message there grew some amazement
and silence. But at last one stood up and said, The prince's
command is like a thunder-bolt"; his command upon our alle-
giance like the roaring of a lion. To his command there is no
contradiction; but how or in what manner we should now
proceed to perform obedience, that will be the question.
Another answered, Let us petition to his Majesty that he will
be pleased to be present, to hear, moderate and judge the case
himself. Whereupon Mr Speaker proceeded to this question:
Q. Whether to confer with the judges in the presence of the
King and council 1 Which was resolved in the affirmative,
and a select committee presently named for the conference ,..

[April ii.] Upon adjournment . . . Sir Francis Bacon
reporteth what had passed in conference in the presence of his
Majesty and council. The King said . . .that our privileges
were not in question: that it was private jealousies without
any kernel or substance. He granted it was a court of record
and a judge of returns. He moved, That neither Sir J. Fortescue
nor Sir E. Goodwin might have place. Sir John losing place,
his Majesty did meet us half-way . . .

Upon  this report . . . the question was presently made;